
​Dear Incoming 5th Graders,​

​The time is almost here! I am very excited to have you in class next year.​
​As you enjoy your summer vacation and prepare for 5th grade, we are going to ask​
​you to think positive and relax with a good story.​

​Our 5th grade summer reading requirement is for each of you, as students, to read​
​one short story and poem, then complete a mini project. The mini assignment will​
​determine your comprehension of the reading. The title of the short story and​
​poem is attached, as well as the description of the mini assignment.​

​Please remember that, as always, your best work is expected. It is due the second​
​Friday of your 5th grade school year and will be collected by each homeroom​
​teacher. This will be your first graded assignment for the 2025-2026 school year,​
​so it is important to remember not to procrastinate (wait until the last minute) or​
​forget to complete the assignment. We want your year to start off on the right​
​foot, so have a great summer and get ready for a wonderful time in 5th Grade!​

​Sincerely,​

​Mrs. String​
​5th Grade Reading & Writing Teacher​



​5th Grade Summer Reading Project​

​All students coming into 5th grade must complete a summer reading project. This​
​year’s project consists of a fictional short story and poem. Students can access​
​google classroom for the digital copy of the short story, poem, and mini project​
​assignment.​

​Story Requirements: First, this requirement asks the students to read the short​
​story and poem independently.​

​•Thank You, Ma'am, by Langston Hughes & Mother to Son​
​by Langston Hughes​

​A pdf online copy of the story and poem can be found on google classroom as well​
​as a copy of the summer reading packet. Please make sure to sign up on google​
​classroom. You can use a cell phone, tablet, or computer to sign in to google​
​classroom using your school email address and password. (Same one used to sign​
​into the school chrome books)​

​Classroom Code is​​rbemue34​

​Secondly, a reading chart and a graphic organizer will accompany this project. The​
​students are required to complete all six of the activities on the reading chart.​
​Each one is worth 20 points for a total of 120 points.​

​Please reach out to me via email if you have any questions.​​sstring@cccharters.org​



​Summer Reading Chart. Complete all activities.​

​Setting​
​Describe the setting in​
​your book. (Setting​
​includes the time and the​
​place). Illustration must​
​be included on a separate​
​piece of paper and​
​colored.​

​Character​
​Name two main​
​characters from your​
​novel and their roles in​
​the story.​

​Plot​
​List the five main events​
​in the plot. Describe the​
​plot and list the​
​important page number or​
​numbers where your​
​evidence came be found​
​in the story.​

​Conflict​
​This is the challenge​
​facing the main​
​characters. The​
​conflict/problem drives​
​the action in the plot.​
​What is the main problem​
​the characters are facing​
​in the story? How do you​
​know? Cite evidence from​
​the story to support your​
​answer.​

​Resolution​
​How is the problem or​
​conflict resolved?​
​Include page number(s)​
​to support your answer.​
​Make sure to cite​
​evidence to support your​
​answer on how the​
​conflict is resolved.​

​Theme​
​The theme is a message​
​that the author wants​
​the reader to take away​
​with them from reading​
​the novel. What do you​
​think the theme of this​
​story is? Cite evidence​
​from the story to support​
​your answer.​



​5th Grade Summer Required Reading Graphic Organizer Directions:​

​This is the document you will use to prove you have read your novel. This​
​mini-project has six parts. Students must complete all six parts. Each part is​
​labeled and a graphic organizer has been provided for you to use for each part. You​
​must complete each part for full credit.​

​Name_________________________________________________​

​Book Title______________________________________________​

​Author________________________________________________​

​Genre_____________________ Number of pages____________​



​Part 1​

​*Setting: Time (ex. year, month, day) & Place (ex. state, country, town, building)​

​Time: _________________________Place ________________________​

​Describe the setting in the short story and poem.​



​Part 2. Characters: Character Description:​

​Name two main characters from your story and their​​roles in the story. Then​
​provide a description of what the character looked like.​

​Character​ ​Character Description​

​How has the main characters changed over the course​​of the novel?​

​_______________________________________________________________________​

​________________________________________________________________________​

​________________________________________________________________________​

​________________________________________________________________________​

​________________________________________________________________________​

​Part 3. Plot​



​List the three main events in the plot. Describe the plot and list the important​
​page number or numbers where your evidence came be found in the story.​

​1)______________________________________________________________________​

​_______________________________________________________________________​

​2)______________________________________________________________________​

​________________________________________________________________________​

​3)______________________________________________________________________​

​________________________________________________________________________​

​Part 4. Conflict​
​This is the challenge facing the main characters. The conflict/problem drives the​
​action in the plot. What is the main problem the characters are facing in the​
​story? How do you know? Cite evidence from the story to support your answer.​

​Conflicts​​:__________________________________________________________________​

​_____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​What is the main problem the characters are facing in the story?​

​_____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​Evidence: Page numbers​​______________​

​_____________________________________________________________________________​



​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​Part 5. Resolution​
​How is the problem or conflict resolved? Include page number(s) to support your​
​answer. Make sure to cite evidence to support your answer on how the conflict is​
​resolved.​

​How is the problem or conflict resolved?​

​_____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​Evidence: Page numbers​​______________​

​_____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​Part 6. Theme​

​The theme is a message that the author wants the reader to take away with them​
​from reading the novel. What do you think the theme of this story is? Cite​
​evidence from the story to support your answer.​

​Themes​​:​​__________________________________________________________​

​________________________________________________________________​

​Evidence: Page numbers​​______________​



​_____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​____________________________________________________________________________​

​Part 7. Writing​

​Poem:​
​The poem shows a mother imparting wisdom to her son about the hardships she's endured,​
​emphasizing the need to keep moving forward despite obstacles, like a "crystal stair" being "not​
​no crystal stair". The poem highlights the theme of perseverance and the enduring strength of the​
​human spirit in the face of adversity.​
​Explain the Similarities and Differences between the short story and the poem.​




